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enough to punish your husband.' She burnt the letter, and I
think she was happy. From that moment her husband was a
free man. Two hours' delay, and it would have been all up
with him. That shows you that I like women who are sweet,
simple, and dutiful. It is because they resemble you. Good-
bye, my dear. I am quite well.

[CoRRESP., xiii, 11191. The 'meddlesome woman' is the Queen of
Prussia, with whom Napoleon was the more angry since the discovery
of compromising papers at Charlottenburg. Prince Hatzfeld, the
Governor of Berlin, was brought before a military court on account
of a letter he had written to an officer staying with the Queen.]
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POETRY TO ORDER

TO M.  CAMBACiRES

BERLIN, November 21,1806.

... WHILST the army does all it can for the glory of the
nation, it must be admitted that our writers are doing their
best to dishonour it. I was reading yesterday some shocking
bad verses sung at the opera. Really, it's a perfect farce.
How do you come to allow these extemporised songs at the
opera? They're too bad for anything but vaudeville.
Express my displeasure to M. de Lucay. He and the Minister
for Home Affairs might very well set about getting some
decent stuff written; but in that case they mustn't expect it
to be ready for production less than three months after it
has been commissioned. People complain that we have no
literature: it is the fault of the Home Minister. It's ridiculous
to order an eclogue from a poet as one orders a muslin
firocfc from the dressmaker's....

., xiii, 11287.]
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